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althy Exiles implicated 
i Salvadoran Bishop’s Death 

r - Intelligence Chief Levels Allegations 


By Don Oberdorfer 

W *»hm*ion Po4t Staff Wrilef 


'he assassination of Salvadoran 
hbishop Oscar Romero ' five 
rs ago was carried out by former 
araguan national guardsmen di- 
:ed by Col. Ricardo Lag', who 
r hecar pf* chiei intpPigpnre 
the CIA-backed rebels figh ting 
inst the Sandinista governm ent. 
ormer Salvadoran security ’ Offi- 
charged yesterday^ , 

,'ol. Roberto Santivanez, -who 
s head of El Salvador’s central 
diligence agency in 1978-7 9,' said 
a Washington news conference 
t Lau had been paid $120, ,000 in 
onection with Romero’s assassi- 
:ion by wealthy Salvadorar) exiles 
March 27, 1980, three days af- 
r the killing. 

The killing of Romero, who wa.s: 


among the most popular and impor- 
tant figures in El Salvador at the 
time, was.a key event in polarizing 
the political situation in that coun- 
try. Salvadoran President Jose Na- 
poleon Duarte has said the govern- 
ment is investigating the widely 
discussed crime, but no results of 
the investigation have been an- 
nounced. 

Santivanez gave interviews to 
several news organizations and 
about two dozen members of Con- 
gress a year ago recounting his in- 
side knowledge of death squad ac- 
tivity in El Salvador, but at the time 
insisted that his name not be used 
for fear of reprisals, 
ij His revelations caused an imme- 
diate stir even without use of his 
nfme. 

ill There was a further stir when it 

f 





Detail Offered 
On Bishop’s j 
Assassination j 


LATIN, Froifa M 


COL ROBERTO SANTIVANEZ 
. . . appears at news conference 1 i 

was learned that Santivanez had 
been promised $50,000 as living 
expenses by critics of U.S. policy in 
Central America. i 

Bruce Cameron, a former con- i 
gressional aide who helped arrange 
Santivanez’s original testimony, 
said he actually received $32,500. 
See LATIN, A28, Col. 1 

■ U.S. planning its largest military 
exercise in Hondu ras. Page A 28 


Santivanez said yesterday thjM 
“money was not my motivation" bm 
that funds were essential to support 
his life and travel. ’ • \ ;‘ j • ; 

The news conference yesterday, 
sponsored by an independent filjfr- ; 
maker who is releasing a documen- 
tary on Santivanez, c£me as the ad- 
ministration is preparing a largfc-! 

. scale effort to persuade Congress tt>: 
reverse its cutoff of secret funding! 
for the anti-Sandinista’insurgents. ;; 
Beyond his charge against Lau-f 
■ which was not mentioned in his re- 
marks last y^ar— Santivanez’s 

. news conference v?as notable for Itjs 
description of tKa Jinks betweeh 
various Central American rightist 
- officials and groups-' in connection 
with the Salvadoran death squads,: 

According to Santivanez, the de- 
cision to kill the archbishop was 
made by Miami-based’ Salvadoran 
capitalists “who gave'. the money" 
and was passed along inside El Sal- 
vador by Roberto D’Aubuisson, :a 
former major in the ’security service 
who has since become a prominent 
figure in Salvadoran politics. 

The killing was planned in Gua- 
temala, according to ■ Santivanez, 
and carried out by “t#o ex-Somoza 
[Nicaragua) national gyardsmen 
working with a SaK'4d$>ran National 
Guard team.** ‘ 

Santivanez did not pame Lau, 
who had been an intelligence officer 
and field commander for former Ni- 
caraguan president Anastasio So- 
moza, as one of the archbishop’s 
killers. . . 

Santivanez ^d that, on the basts 
cf a captured ‘diary' of death tquad 
activity and “several other sources. 
U-j pfaved “a key role' in training 


the death squads and was paid for , 
Romero’s assassination. 

Lau was later chief of intelligence 
for the "September 15 Legion," one 
of the earliest paramilitary organ- 
izations fighting against the leftist 
Sandinista government that took 
over Nicaragua after Somoza’s fall. 

After the formation in August • 
1981 of the Democratic Front of 
Nicaragua (FDN), the umbrella 
group for the anti-Sandinista fight, 
Lau was its first chief of intelli- 
gence. 

Secret Central Intelligence Agen- 
cy support for the FDN and other 
elements of the "secret war" 
against the Sandinistas was author- j 
ized by President Reagan in No- j 
vember 1981. I 

Lau was forced out of the FDN I 
intelligence post about September ‘ 
1982, reportedly on CIA instruc- } 
tions, but has been described as tak- • 
ing an unofficial role in FDN coun- , 
terintelligence as late as last year, j 
Bosco Matamoros, Washington ; 
representative of the FDN, said '■ 
Lau at present has "no connection ( 
in any capacity" with the anti-San- J 
dinista organization. \ 

Matamoros said "we have no j 
knowledge" that Lau had a role in \ 
the assassination of Romero, an act ■ 
which Matamoros described as j 
“condemnable." \ 

Santivanez was removed from his j 
post as chief of the Salvadoran na- I 
tional intelligence agency. ANSE- . 
SAL, as a result of the October t 
1979 coup that brought a reformist 
group of military officers to power. 

In the following months, including 
the period of Romero's assassina- 
tion, Santivanez was residing in 
Guatemala, where he said the as- 
sassination was planned. 

Guatemala had been a haven for , 
right-wing exiles following the fall 
of Somoza in July 1979 and the re- 
formist coup in El Salvador in Oc- 
tober that year. Santivanez said he 
had spoken at the time with hired 
assassins who made frequent flights 
from Guatemala into El Salvador to 
kill people selected for assassina- 
tion. 
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Some Contra 


, By JAMES U MOYNE • -r ■ 

TEGUC1G ALPA, Honduras — V s3 ^ ‘ ft • 
Sandlniatas seized power in Nicaragua In 1979. 00 
led officers of the defeated National Guard met In 
item ala. With ltttle hope of success, some of them re- 
1 , they vowed to drive out the Sandlnistaa. t 

Today, more than 12,000 guerrillas are Involved In 
battle. Most of them march under the banner of tha 
^rajman Democratic Force, which has received most 
the *80 million reportedly provided to ln s'^E en *f 
, Central Intelligence Agency. While their foot soldiers 
i mainly peasants angered by Sandinista policies, al- 
»t all the top commanders are former NatlonalG 
leers. Their Influence and unclear political ahwi^^: 

come Issues in the Congressional debate on continwng- 

1. Last week, vigorously supporting the guerrillas 
•uggle. President Reagan asserted u “ l . Coog ,^“ l " 1 _ U !! 
clde whether the United States would keep tiytag to 
lp people who Wad a Communist tyranny Imposed on 
ern T>y Torce, deception and fraud. J ’' - . . . 

Originally trained by American Marines, the Na 
jnal Guard defended the ruling Somoza family for more 
3Tn 40 years. By 1979 and the Sandlnlstn-led revolution, 
any Nicaraguans Identified the Guard with corruption 
ad bnlSuy^w. as rebel leaders some former 
nardsmen live proved capable. Others, h <wever>we 
eon accused of crimes Including murder and steaUng 
rom die C.I.A. A rival guerrilla leader. Edfcn Putora. 
afuses to Join' force* because, he says, the National 
lunnismen could not win popular support at home. 


ir Own -Worst Enemies • . V 


Their supreme'mlllury comman^Col. . * 

. Bermudez, was the Somoza Government a last milnanr 
attach^ In Washington where, a former aB30 ?“ t ^^* . ■.* 
hecemented He. .0 the C.I.A. A« M. 1 toe on 
run-Nicaraguan border, new recruits drlU ^awkwarmy m , 
111-flttlng boots. Colonel Bermudez said in an interview 
that he was fighting the “Sandlnocommunlst system, to 

create a pluralistic democracy. But rebel ngh ^ er * ^ 
pear to receive little political instructs and say .the* 
£?y goal is to destroy the Sandlnhitas In a war that Xolo- 
«p 1 Bermudez depicts as part of the . struggle between 
: MhhSron. Critic. argue that theNational 

Guoiri officers’ experience In 

casts doubt 'on their commitments now. JJ^Ln^fthe 

~ — Tfieir numbers maybe small; but their 

peart to be gre«t. Under Colonel Bermuda, the heads of 
logistics. Intelligence, training, operations, special 
forces and most of the largest combat units “*? u ard 
veterans. Many company commantfers are.fpnnerNa* 
tSmTcuarf eclWeS: men. And two. lnfluenUal .rebel 
- - 'civilian officials, EnHAue 'and AJIstidea, Sanchez, ^ere 
large landowners who backed the So™ 0 *®*' . f 

After a rebel command shakeup in iOM. several t 
. mer Guard officers departed under a cloud. Honduran 
military officials say they suspect Col. Ricardo Lau. until 
recently the head of rebel counterintelligence, of involve- 
ment In the disappearance or 
rins aod 80 Salvadoran leftists 8lnC ®. 

Edgar Chamorro Coronel. who wtu. dismissed as a civil 


tan director of the Nicaragua Demo- ; 
cratie Force five months ago for pub- , f 
llcly criticizing the rebels, other com- . 

: manders threatened to ■ kill •Colonel , 

; Lau at a meeting in December 1983. , 

The C.I.A. station chief was called In , 
to mediate. Mr. Chamorro said. Mr. • , -&£».$> mMfo 
Lau could not be reached for com- ; 

: ment. The C.I.A. has declined to com- , 

• roent on reports of its operations In- ■ 

• Central America. Mr. Bermudez said 

r he hod heard many charges a B aliut , 

Mr. Lau. once a close aides, but had 
seen no evidence to support them 
Last week, Col. Roberto San,tivfiftez. r* jrtttfV stai 
a former director of Intelligence In El 
- • Salvador, said- he had seen, dwi- , 
mbfits Indicating that Colonel Lau 
had “received payment of *120.000 
for arranging" the assassination In 

1980 of El Salvador’s Archbishop. _ . 7 *_ 

Oscar Arnulfo Romero. Colonel Enrique Bermudez 

Santiv&ftez was dismissed as Salva- _L. _ 

doran consul In New Orleans; some 
. -nvembefs of Congress and Other 

Americans raised : about-$35.,090 for^s e^pses. . 

The rebel chief of stuff, Emilio EchuVerry, retired 
last year. He was accused of. stealing large amount* *®J 
C 1 A money, accordlngro Mr. Chamorro and P . , 

SSSSmSsS. 


asssasgssas-i 

wigpi 
g Wm0 

WBSMm rz- 

tha t? "°therr^loff^^ i ^J^ ujc 
I riw/ciaa«aa Mational Guard °* tlce ^ lter wica- ' 
^Bcroiuilja — _ ; 

Western official- stS^t at fir*. ^uLv- - 

red' reUcd unsuccessfully jn wjj 1 ^ ^^neOrwUh - 
a of . which they had learned as olftcere face 

Ar- the loss of American ass^taw-o. the quires 

the the challenge of woguig^guerriUa * ^ u b not 

nor broad popular support. On P^ 1 "* 

-g- clear If they can make the transition. 
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